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new conflicts and address threats to security that
do arise, as we have done in Bosnia and Albania
and are doing now in Kosovo. We agree that
the situation in Kosovo is increasingly serious.
The decisions taken by the Contact Group in
Rome must be implemented. Absent dialogue,
the conflict will only deepen and spill over,
threatening regional security. We will continue
raising the pressure on Belgrade if it continues
to obstruct a political resolution. We will also
continue efforts underway to promote stability
in Southeastern Europe through the Southeast
Europe Cooperation Initiative and other means.

We are committed to expanding the spectrum
of our bilateral cooperation in the years ahead.
We will increase already strong efforts to stem
the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical weapons. Our cooperation on law en-
forcement and judicial matters, particularly in
the fight against organized crime, terrorism, ille-
gal arms trading, drug trafficking and alien
smuggling, is exemplary. Our statement today
on increased efforts to combat international traf-
ficking in women and children launches our in-
tensified cooperation in these areas. We will also
increase our efforts to promote safety on the
high seas through the International Maritime
Organization.

We agreed to begin negotiations next month
in Washington aimed at concluding an Open
Skies and aviation agreement as soon as possible.
We have also created a joint working group to
enhance U.S.-Italian aerospace cooperation and
take advantage of opportunities that will benefit
both countries.

One of the strongest pillars of our science
and technology relationship has been space co-
operation. We welcome recent achievements in
this area, including the successful launch of the

Cassini mission to Saturn and agreements for
cooperation on the International Space Station.
We look forward to new initiatives in astronomy,
planetary exploration, earth science, biomedical
research and commercialization of space.

We also have made significant efforts to ex-
pand our longstanding collaboration in bio-
medical sciences and to jointly address global
health concerns. Our respective institutes for
health have recently committed to measures
which will enhance opportunities for inter-insti-
tute collaborative projects in a range of fields,
including HIV/AIDS, aging and cancer. We look
forward to the implementation of these projects
as well as to joint efforts in the fight against
malaria, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.

Noting our shared objectives to protect the
global climate and environment, we are proud
of recent agreements to foster joint development
of geothermal, biomass, solar and other applied
technologies to reduce emissions, improve air
and water quality and conserve scarce natural
resources. Mindful of the recent declaration of
the G–8 environment ministers at Leeds, we
will together address the risks posed by climate
change, enforce multilateral environmental
agreements, protect marine diversity and reduce
threats to the health of our children.

Together the United States and Italy, working
with our partners in Europe and elsewhere, have
the opportunity to shape a future that is more
secure, peaceful, free, and brighter for all. We
pledge to do all we can to make the most of
this chance to build an enduring legacy of peace
and prosperity for the 21st century.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Proposed Tobacco Legislation
May 6, 1998

I commend Representatives Hansen and
Meehan for their hard work in putting together
a strong bipartisan comprehensive tobacco bill
designed to reduce youth smoking in this coun-
try. The Hansen-Meehan bill contains a substan-
tial price increase, strong industry and company
penalties for failure to reduce youth smoking,

full FDA authority to regulate tobacco, strong
restrictions on advertising and youth marketing
of tobacco products, and strong protections
against exposure to environmental tobacco
smoke. I look forward to working with them
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to ensure that their legislation adequately pro-
tects tobacco farmers and to pass a comprehen-
sive tobacco bill this year.

Statement on Coerced Abstinence for Drug Offenders
May 6, 1998

This week, the Connecticut legislature adopt-
ed a statewide policy of coerced abstinence for
drug offenders. Two States—Connecticut and
Maryland—have now joined the Federal Gov-
ernment in embracing tough systems of testing
and sanctions for drug offenders. All States

should follow their lead, and Congress should
support their efforts. The choice is simple: cut
crime and drug use by demanding that criminals
kick their drug habits, or release drug offenders
back into the community knowing they will com-
mit more crimes to feed their addiction.

Statement on Funding To Fight Methamphetamines
May 6, 1998

I am pleased today to announce $8.8 million
of new Federal money from the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy’s High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Program to fight
methamphetamines, a deadly drug. These new
funds will bolster joint Federal, State and local
law enforcement efforts now underway as part

of this Administration’s comprehensive National
Methamphetamine Strategy. By further strength-
ening the ability of law enforcement to target
those who produce and push
methamphetamines, we take this deadly drug
and the accompanying crime off our streets and
protect our children.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Ukraine-United States Peaceful
Nuclear Cooperation Agreement With Documentation
May 6, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153 (b), (d)), the text of a proposed
Agreement for Cooperation Between the United
States of America and Ukraine Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, with accom-
panying annex and agreed minute. I am also
pleased to transmit my written approval, author-
ization, and determination concerning the agree-
ment, and the memorandum of the Director
of the United States Arms Control and Disar-
mament Agency with the Nuclear Proliferation
Assessment Statement concerning the agree-

ment. The joint memorandum submitted to me
by the Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Energy, which includes a summary of the provi-
sions of the agreement and various other attach-
ments, including agency views, is also enclosed.

The proposed agreement with Ukraine has
been negotiated in accordance with the Atomic
energy Act of 1954, as amended by the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 and as otherwise
amended. In my judgment, the proposed agree-
ment meets all statutory requirements and will
advance the nonproliferation and other foreign
policy interests of the United States. The agree-
ment provides a comprehensive framework for
peaceful nuclear cooperation between the
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